Celebrating a New Season of Faith Nurture
Church education director, elder, or pastor: Our faith is nurtured in community as we
learn and worship together. Today we celebrate a new church school season as children, ®

youth, and adults begin attending Sunday school, small groups, and midweek activities.
We ask God to prepare our hearts to study the Bible and the creeds and confessions of the
church. We commission our teachers and leaders for their ministry. Please stand as we
invite God’s Spirit to lead us forward on this journey of faith—transforming each of us into
the likeness of Christ.

Song: “Open Our Eyes, Lord” (Sing! A New Creation 80, Sing With Me 179, Worship and
Rejoice 491)

Church education director: As we begin this new season of learning, we turn our hearts to
you, Lord.

Congregation: Lead us to explore the depths of your love,
to be amazed by your wonders,

to find joy in your promises,

to experience your forgiveness,

to grow in love for one another,

to discover our gifts,

and to serve you faithfully.

Child leader 1: Open our eyes, Lord. We want to see Jesus.

Congregation: Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.
(Heb. 12:2a, NIV)

Child leader 2: We want to reach out and touch him, and say that we love him.
Congregation: In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. (1 John §:3a)
Child leader 3: Open our ears, Lord, and help us to listen.

Congregation: For Jesus said,

“My sheep listen to my voice;

I know them, and they follow me.

I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish;

no one will snatch them out of my hand.” (John 10:27-28)

Child leader 4: Open our eyes, Lord. We want to see Jesus.

Congregation: No one’s ears have ever heard of a God like you.
No one’s eyes have ever seen a God who is greater than you.
No God but you acts for the good of those who trust in him. (Isa. 64:4, NIrV)

Church education director: Lead us this year to grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. (2 Pet. 3:18)

Song: “Step by Step” (Sing! A New Creation 17, Sing With Me 12, Worship and Rejoice 494)

[Sunday school teachers and ministry leaders remain standing as the rest of the congregation is
seated.]
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Church education director, elder, or pastor: As followers of Christ we are lifelong learn-
ers called to make disciples. Some are gifted by the Spirit to serve as teachers and leaders,
nurturing the faith of others. We now commission you for the ministry of faith nurture. Do
you believe that God has called you to teach or lead, and do you trust God to equip you for
this task?

Teachers/leaders: I do.

Church education director, elder, or pastor: Will you seek to remain in Christ by depend-
ing on his grace and cultivating your relationship with God through times of prayer, Bible
study, and worship?

Teachers/leaders: I will.

Church education director, elder, or pastor: Will you strive to teach the Word of God with
passion and joy, to live the lessons you share, and to grow in faith as you serve?

Teachers/leaders: I will.

Church education director: Please stand as together we pray for the teachers and leaders
we have commissioned.

Congregation: Loving God, you are the source of life and the giver of faith. Thank you for
calling these servants of yours to strengthen the faith of others. Please lead them to depend
on your grace, to walk in step with your Spirit, and to seek wisdom for the journey. Through
Christ, our Lord, we pray. Amen.



