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Dear Family,

During the next six weeks we’ll be celebrating Christmas and also looking at the second table of the Law—the portion of the 
Ten Commandments that challenges us to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. God’s love for us is so deep and strong that 
it compels us to love others as well. Through various Scripture passages paired with Q&As from the Reformed tradition, we’ll 
be examining how we can treat other people in our lives with the love of Christ. 

•	 Christmas: Christmas Joy—Luke 1:26-56. Mary’s song reflects our own joy and praise for the birth of Jesus. 

•	 Session 1: Honoring Parents—Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4-7; Ephesians 6:1-4. I’m called to honor, love, and be loyal to 
my parents and all others who have authority over me. 

•	 Session 2: Loving Others—Exodus 20:13; Luke 10:25-37. I’m called to love others as I love myself and to do nothing that 
would cause them harm or insult.

•	 Session 3: Honoring God with Our Bodies—Genesis 2:18-24; Exodus 20:14; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; Philippians 4:8.  
I’m called to keep myself pure and holy in body, mind, and soul and to treat others with dignity and respect.

•	 Session 4: Being Givers, Not Takers—Exodus 20:15; Psalm 24:1; 1 Corinthians 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians 8-9; John 6:1-15. Rather 
than cheating or stealing from others, I’m called to do whatever I can for their good.

•	 Week 5: Telling the Truth—Exodus 20:16; John 14:6; James 3:2-12; 1 John 1:8-10. Rather than hurting others by gossip and 
lying, I’m called to love the truth and speak it. 
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Pass It On
Here are some ideas for continuing the conversation at home: 
•	 Christmas: Near Christmas tell your young teen which Christmas song you like best and why it’s so meaningful to you. 

Ask him or her to share a favorite too. 
•	 Session 1: Share some of the ways in which you honor your own parents as an adult. Point out some things your young 

teen has said or done recently that show you that he or she honors you. If possible, talk about your relationship and how 
you can build on the good and improve the rough edges. 

•	 Session 2: Talk together about a time when someone went out of the way to help you or your family. Think together 
about ways your family could help or encourage a neighbor or family from church or school.

•	 Session 3: Take this opportunity to talk to your young teen about healthy boundaries and why sex is important and worth 
waiting for. Work together with your young teen to establish some family rules that will help him or her stay on the right path. 

•	 Session 4: Take some time to talk about your family finances with your young teen (without using actual figures). Ex-
plain how you decide what to spend money on—what percentage to give to church; earmark for household supplies, bills 
and expenses; and how much you spend on helping others. If your young teen has an allowance or earns money, help him 
or her come up with a saving, spending, giving, and sharing plan that can set a pattern for the future. 

•	 Session 5: Ask your young teen to help you assess how serious your family is about keeping this commandment. Identify 
a few ways in which you can improve the way you talk about others, and decide on a plan for doing so. 

Sincerely,

P.S. Check out www.NurtureKidsFaith.org for more faith-building ideas for the home!
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A Reading of  
1 Corinthians 13:1-6 (NIV)

Reader 1: If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, 

Reader 2: but do not have love,

Reader 1: I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 

Reader 3: If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries 
and all knowledge,

Reader 1: and if I have a faith that can move mountains, 

Reader 2: but do not have love, 

Readers 1 and 3: I am nothing. 

Reader 4: If I give all I possess to the poor

Reader 3: and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, 

Reader 2: but do not have love, 

Readers 1, 3, and 4: I gain nothing. 

All: Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, 
it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is 
not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.

Reader 2: Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.
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A Reading of  
1 Corinthians 13:1-6 (NRSV)

Reader 1: If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels 

Reader 2: but do not have love

Reader 1: I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 

Reader 3: And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all myster-
ies and all knowledge

Reader 1: and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 

Reader 2: but do not have love, 

Readers 1 and 3: I am nothing. 

Reader 4: If I give away all my possessions, 

Reader 3: and hand over my body so that I may boast, 

Reader 2: but do not have love,

Readers 1, 3, and 4: I gain nothing. 

All: Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or ar-
rogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 
resentful; 

Reader 2: it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, bur rejoices in the truth.
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Nametags
Copy, cut apart, and distribute the nametags here and on page 54. 

Traveler Robber

Priest Levite

Samaritan Innkeeper

Donkey
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Robber Robber

Robber Donkey

Donkey
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Charades
Cut apart and distribute the words below for a game of charades.

Receiving flowers Going skiing Running a marathon

Asking someone  
to marry you

Boarding an airplane
Writing/typing/texting  

a love note

Waiting at the  
dentist office

Taking out the trash
Making a peanut butter 

and jelly sandwich

Sleeping in a tent
Trying to get the last bit 
of toothpaste out of the 

toothpaste tube

Tuning up an  
instrument to play 

Apologizing to some-
one

Buying a new pair  
of shoes

Spelling a word  
in a spelling bee

Stopping to ask  
for directions

Preaching a sermon
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Unit 3, Sessions 1-5
If I speak in the tongues of men or of 
angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 
If I have the gift of prophecy and can fath-
om all mysteries and all knowledge, and 
if I have a faith that can move mountains, 
but do not have love, I am nothing. If I 
give all I possess to the poor and give over 
my body to hardship that I may boast, 
but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not 
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 
It does not dishonor others, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 
keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 

—1 Corinthians 13:1-6, NIV

Memory Challenge Cards (NIV)
Copy these Scripture Memory Challenge cards onto cardstock, and then cut them apart to distribute to the group. To help 
encourage them to use the cards, consider punching a hole in each and attaching it to a key ring or small carabineer.

Unit 3, Sessions 1-5
If I speak in the tongues of men or of 
angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 
If I have the gift of prophecy and can fath-
om all mysteries and all knowledge, and 
if I have a faith that can move mountains, 
but do not have love, I am nothing. If I 
give all I possess to the poor and give over 
my body to hardship that I may boast, 
but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not 
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 
It does not dishonor others, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 
keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 

—1 Corinthians 13:1-6, NIV
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Unit 3, Sessions 1-5
If I speak in the tongues of men or of 
angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 
If I have the gift of prophecy and can fath-
om all mysteries and all knowledge, and 
if I have a faith that can move mountains, 
but do not have love, I am nothing. If I 
give all I possess to the poor and give over 
my body to hardship that I may boast, 
but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not 
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 
It does not dishonor others, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 
keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 

—1 Corinthians 13:1-6, NIV

Unit 3, Sessions 1-5
If I speak in the tongues of men or of 
angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 
If I have the gift of prophecy and can fath-
om all mysteries and all knowledge, and 
if I have a faith that can move mountains, 
but do not have love, I am nothing. If I 
give all I possess to the poor and give over 
my body to hardship that I may boast, 
but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not 
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 
It does not dishonor others, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 
keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 

—1 Corinthians 13:1-6, NIV

Unit 3, Sessions 1-5
If I speak in the tongues of men or of 
angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 
If I have the gift of prophecy and can fath-
om all mysteries and all knowledge, and 
if I have a faith that can move mountains, 
but do not have love, I am nothing. If I 
give all I possess to the poor and give over 
my body to hardship that I may boast, 
but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not 
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 
It does not dishonor others, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 
keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 

—1 Corinthians 13:1-6, NIV

Unit 3, Sessions 1-5
If I speak in the tongues of men or of 
angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 
If I have the gift of prophecy and can fath-
om all mysteries and all knowledge, and 
if I have a faith that can move mountains, 
but do not have love, I am nothing. If I 
give all I possess to the poor and give over 
my body to hardship that I may boast, 
but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not 
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 
It does not dishonor others, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 
keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 

—1 Corinthians 13:1-6, NIV
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Memory Challenge Cards (NRSV)
Copy these Scripture Memory Challenge cards onto cardstock, and then cut them apart to distribute to the group. To help 
encourage them to use the cards, consider punching a hole in each and attaching it to a key ring or small carabineer.
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Unit 3, Sessions 1-5
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of 
angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have 
prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have 
all faith, so as to remove mountains, but 
do not have love, I am nothing. If I give 
away all my possessions, and if I hand 
over my body so that I may boast, but do 
not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient; love is kind; it is 
not envious or boastful or arrogant 
or rude. I does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it 
does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but 
rejoices in the truth. 

—1 Corinthians 13:1-6, NRSV

Unit 3, Sessions 1-5
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of 
angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have 
prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have 
all faith, so as to remove mountains, but 
do not have love, I am nothing. If I give 
away all my possessions, and if I hand 
over my body so that I may boast, but do 
not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient; love is kind; it is 
not envious or boastful or arrogant 
or rude. I does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it 
does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but 
rejoices in the truth. 

—1 Corinthians 13:1-6, NRSV

Unit 3, Sessions 1-5
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and 
of angels, but do not have love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I 
have prophetic powers, and understand 
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 
but do not have love, I am nothing. If I 
give away all my possessions, and if I 
hand over my body so that I may boast, 
but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient; love is kind; it is 
not envious or boastful or arrogant 
or rude. I does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it 
does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but 
rejoices in the truth. 

—1 Corinthians 13:1-6, NRSV

Unit 3, Sessions 1-5
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and 
of angels, but do not have love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I 
have prophetic powers, and understand 
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 
but do not have love, I am nothing. If I 
give away all my possessions, and if I 
hand over my body so that I may boast, 
but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient; love is kind; it is 
not envious or boastful or arrogant 
or rude. I does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it 
does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but 
rejoices in the truth. 

—1 Corinthians 13:1-6, NRSV

Unit 3, Sessions 1-5
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and 
of angels, but do not have love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I 
have prophetic powers, and understand 
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 
but do not have love, I am nothing. If I 
give away all my possessions, and if I 
hand over my body so that I may boast, 
but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient; love is kind; it is 
not envious or boastful or arrogant 
or rude. I does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it 
does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but 
rejoices in the truth. 

—1 Corinthians 13:1-6, NRSV

Unit 3, Sessions 1-5
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and 
of angels, but do not have love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I 
have prophetic powers, and understand 
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 
but do not have love, I am nothing. If I 
give away all my possessions, and if I 
hand over my body so that I may boast, 
but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient; love is kind; it is 
not envious or boastful or arrogant 
or rude. I does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it 
does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but 
rejoices in the truth. 

—1 Corinthians 13:1-6, NRSV
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