Wonder... About God’s Growing
Kingdom

Year 2, Unit G
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Very Serious

Kind of Serious

Not Serious
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What do you think
this story is
about?
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Ruth

Based on the book of Ruth

Narrator: If you’re hungry and have no food, you go wherever you can
to find it! During the time of the judges, there was a famine. Rain didn’t
fall for the crops, and there was no food to be found anywhere! Some
families moved to Moab, where there was food—which was good. But
the people of Moab worshiped idols—that was bad. Naomi and her
husband and two sons moved to Moab to keep from starving. While
they were there, their sons married women of Moab—Ruth and Orpah.
Naomi was happy with her growing family!

Naomi: Yes! God is so good to us! We have everything we need!

Narrator: Things went well until one day Naomi’s husband died. Then
her two sons died too. Even though Naomi still had Ruth and Orpah,
she missed her husband and sons very much! She was so sad! Then one
day Naomi heard some great news—the famine in Israel was over!

Naomi: There is food again in Israel. I am going back to the land of my
God and my people.

Ruth and Orpah: We will go with you.

Narrator: So the three women set out for the road to Israel. But after
walking a short way, Naomi stopped.

Naomi: Go back to Moab and your people. May the Lord bless you for
your kindness to me. And may God give you both new husbands.

Narrator: Naomi kissed them both goodbye. They hugged each other.
Orpah: Goodbye, Mother Naomi.
Naomi: Goodbye, my daughter.

Narrator: Still crying, Orpah headed back to Moab. But Ruth refused to
leave. It made her sad to see Noami walking to Bethlehem all alone.

Ruth: Please do not make me leave you! I want to go where you go.
Where you live, I will live. Your God will be my God. Your people will be
my people!
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Narrator: Naomi wondered if Ruth was really willing to give up every-
thing she had—her home, her friends, her family—in order to belong to
God’s family. Naomi wondered about these things, and she praised God
in her heart.

Voices: (Pause for the “voices” to speak; give the kids the nod that it’s time.)

Narrator: Naomi and Ruth found a home, but life in Bethlehem was
still hard because they were poor.

Ruth: Mother, I will go into the fields and gather grain that the workers
leave behind. Then we will have something to eat.

Naomi: Yes, Ruth. And may God go with you, my daughter.

Narrator: Ruth worked in the hot sun day after day. She walked behind
the men who were harvesting the grain. She picked up whatever they
left. Boaz, the owner of the field, noticed how hard Ruth worked. He
spoke to her.

Boaz: Please stay and work in my field. And if you are thirsty, drink
from our water jars. You may eat here too.

Ruth: Why are you being so kind to me? I am not even from Bethlehem.

Boaz: I have heard how kind you are to Naomi. And I heard how you left
everything to come and live with God’s people. May God be good to you!

Narrator: When Ruth went home that evening, she told Naomi what
had happened. Naomi was amazed at how much grain Ruth had gath-
ered. Ruth didn’t know that Boaz had told his men to leave some grain
for her to find.

Naomi: How kind of Boaz to help you! May the Lord bless him!

Narrator: God blessed Naomi and Ruth with a home, food, and friends.
But there’s more! After the harvest, Boaz married Ruth. God gave them
a baby boy! Naomi praised God for this baby—a grandson at last! His
parents named him Obed, which means “servant of the Lord.”

Naomi: God gave me a family again! Over and over I have said, “Praise
the Lord! Praise the Lord! This family belongs to God!”

Dwell, © 2013, Faith Alive Christian Resources. Permission granted to . .
reprint this page for standard classroom use. www.faithaliveresources.org Wo nd er Year Z, Unit Q, Sesf:on 2 71



----- Yes, but she looks alot older!
And she seems so sad.
B
Where is her husband?
T
And where are her two sons?

B
Who is that stranger with her?

6.

Whoever sheis, she sureis helping Naomi.
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Bethlehem, S

Dwell, © 2013, Faith Alive Christian Resources. Permission granted to . .
reprint this page for standard classroom use. www.faithaliveresources.org Wo nd er Year Z, Unit Ca, Sess:on 2 73



WAYS GOD SPEAKS TO US
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Fold the puppet on the dotted lines and tape or
glue together here.
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| Thank God for Leaders

Dear God,

Thank you for giving us leaders. We pray . ..

olmo
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Monday o

...for ourleaders at home

T\

Tuesday [
...for ourleaders at school
—
\J
Wednesday
...for ourleaders at church
\N——7
Thursday

... for the leaders of our country

Friday =

... to praise you for ruling our
whole world!

-
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Onthe
Way Home

Hey Kids! People see what we look like on the out-
side, but God sees our hearts.

On the right side of the heart, write words that
describe what people see when theylook at you to-
day—hair and eye color, clothes, shoes, and soon.

On the left side, write words that describe what
God sees when he looks into your heart.
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